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Meet the New Planning
Commissioner

By Cathy Tyson

New planning commissioner Peter Gutzwiller with wife Julie, daughter

Morgan and son Grant in Healdsburg.

Instead of serving his fellow cit-
izens as vice chair at the
monthly Monday night Creeks
Committee  meetings,  Peter
Gutzwiller is doubling down on his
commitment to Lafayette with his
recent appointment to the Planning
Commission — which meets twice
per month, also on Monday
evenings. Twice the work doesn’t
mean twice the pay — both positions
are strictly voluntary. He didn’t
seem saddened to be missing Mon-
day Night Football, mentioning that
it can always be recorded and
viewed later on.

Selected from a number of candi-
dates, the new appointee is filling a
vacancy left by departing planning
commissioner Rick Humann, who
has served since May, 1998.

Photo provided

Gutzwiller grew up in Lafayette and
currently resides here with his wife,
two young children and recently
adopted chickens.

“I choose to be involved as a vol-
unteer in Lafayette because [ have a
vested interest in seeing Lafayette
succeed ‘smartly’ as it plans for the
future and addresses the issues that it
is confronted with today,” said
Gutzwiller in his application for the
position.

Gutzwiller graduated with a de-
gree in communication from the Uni-
versity of Southern California and is
a vice president at Collier’s Interna-
tional Walnut Creek office. He has
been working on leasing and sales of
commercial properties in the East Bay
since 2001. Gutzwiller’s term will
expire in June, 2016.
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I'm selling homes fast! Yours could be next.
Call me for a no obligation visit!

925-376-7770 « kkatzman@pacunion.com
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45 Via Farallon, Orinda
4 Bedroom, 2.5 Bathroom

SOLD AT $1,275,000

1223 Larch Avenue Moraga
4 Bedroom, 2 Bathroom, 2214+ sq. ft.

SOLD AT $1,190,000
AVAILABLS]

T o pt

2055 Ascot Drive # 206, Moraga
2 Bedroom, 1 Bathroom, 1082+ sq. ft.

OFFERED AT $329,000

28 Sarah Lane, Moraga
4 Bedroom, 2.5 Bathroom, 2142+ sq. ft.

OFFERED AT $1,065,000
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LN TN Morggao Resident Since 1966,

Successfully selling real estate for aver 29 years.
Licene #: 0 875484

A Memb rof R al Livng

Tepid Response to More
Downtown Art

By Cathy Tyson
Aproposed change in the thresh-

old for public art didn’t receive
a warm welcome from the Lafayette
Planning Commission. The city is
getting feedback to change the public
art ordinance and lower the require-
ment to pay 1 percent of a project’s
cost for public art from 10,000-
square-foot spaces to 5,000 square
feet, and clarify terms about the cost
of construction and the cost of the art-
work. Only commercial and multi-
family residential projects are at issue;
nonprofits could request exemptions.
A lower threshold could impact more
projects and potentially beautify the
city, creating even more reasons to
love Lafayette.

Unfortunately, in the 10 years
since the current public art require-
ment has been on the books, the
number of projects it has impacted
is a total of six. Only two of the six
are available for the public to enjoy
now — the lovely fountain at the
Mercantile building, and the steel
“Over Easy” sculpture in the town-
house development at the corner of
Pleasant Hill Road and Mt. Diablo
Boulevard. In the pipeline are a
fountain at Merrill Gardens, a
sculpture and wall panels at Town
Center III, which will be located
behind Panda Express, and as yet
undecided art at the Woodbury de-
velopment that has just broken
ground. Whole Foods is more than
10,000 square feet but opted to pay
an in-lieu fee instead of paying for
actual art.

The proposal the planning com-
missioners were reviewing would

apply to new construction creating a
building of 5,000 square feet or more
and any building larger than 5,000
square feet that will have an addition,
renovation or alteration to 50 percent
of its area.

Planning commissioners had a
variety of concerns. “I can’t approve
these changes as they are currently
written,” said commissioner Tom
Chastain explaining the 5,000 foot
threshold is, in his opinion, too low
and too automatic. Tenant improve-
ments were included in the proposed
change, which commissioner Will
Lovitt clearly didn’t agree with. I
think it’s worth re-thinking that. The
threshold should remain where it is.”

There was a consistency of com-
ments that this lower threshold could
be an impediment to smaller develop-
ment, give rise to 4,999 foot projects
and possibly create a series of art
tchotchkes with no cohesiveness
across the downtown.

Does the city need to beautify the
downtown, or should artistic addi-
tions be only required for large and
transformational projects? Recent
buildings like Fresh Connection near
the Veterans Hall and the Cooperage,
along with the Plaza Way shops,
didn’t have to meet the art require-
ment due to their size.

Staff will take into account the
planning commissioners’ comments
and come back to them with a modi-
fied proposal. Upon review of the
modified ordinance, the commission
will forward its recommendation to
the City Council, which will have the
final say on the matter.

Share your thoughts, insights and opinions with
your community. Send a letter to the editor:
letters@lamorindaweekly.com

BRYDONCIVES

TWICE THE SELLING POWER
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3346 Moragc Bivd., Lafcyeﬁe Pending Off-Market Sale

Charming storybook trail
neighborhood home. Originally
built in 1938, this remodeled
and expanded 3BD/2BA home
offers 1,450+/-sf and is located
just steps from the Lafayette/
Moraga Trail and downtown.

A true gem!

31 Crest Road, Lafayette

Represented Buyers

Lovely property in sought after Hidden
Valley. Spacious 5BD/3BA home on .36
+/- acre with fabulous views and terrific
privacy. Just minutes from freeway
access, BART and downtown Lafayette.

MW UViews

13 Crestview Court, Orinda

Sold at $ 1,585,000

Represented Buyers

The unparalleled views and open floor
plan of this contemporary home are
simply spectacular. This 4BR / 3 BA
home is located on 1.25+/- acres with a
sparkling pool and private decks.

Lisa Brydon 925.285.8336 | Kristi lves 925.788.8345
www.BrydonlvesTeam.com
BrydonlvesTeam@apr.com
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CalBRE#: 01408025
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